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Oakland University 
College of Arts and Sciences 

Department of Writing and Rhetoric 
WRT 160, Composition II, 4 credits 

Fall 2014, CRN 43559 
 

Professor:  Crystal VanKooten         Class Time:  MWF  9:20 – 10:27 AM 
Office Address:   382 O’Dowd Hall         Office Phone:  248-370-4982 
Email:  vankooten@oakland.edu         Office Hours: Mon 2-5 PM or by appt. 
 
Course Subtitle:  Writing, Research, and Inquiry Across Media 
This class is about writing and academic inquiry as it has been traditionally conceived in schools 
(that is, writing papers), but it's also about 21st-century composing more broadly defined.  That 
means we’ll focus on research and the creation of complex academic arguments, but we’ll 
present these arguments through a variety of forms, genres, and media platforms, including on 
paper and on video.  The course also hones students’ critical thinking, reading, and 
consumption skills across these platforms. We will approach writing and composing rhetorically, 
composing texts always with audience, purpose, context, persuasion, and writing process in 
mind. We will read about, discuss, and use rhetorical and design principles to construct texts that 
are effective in multiple contexts, and we will collaborate with one another continuously.  
 
Catalog Description: 
WRT 160 focuses on methods of research and writing including the use of rhetorical strategies 
and synthesis of scholarly sources to create academic arguments. The course emphasizes 
processes of writing and revision with a focus on information literacy, critical thinking, and 
effective communication in diverse rhetorical contexts.  This class satisfies General Education 
requirements for Writing Knowledge Foundations.  A grade of 2.0 or higher must be achieved 
to satisfy the university general education requirement in the writing knowledge 
foundation area. 
   
Course Prerequisite: WRT 150 with a grade of 2.0 or higher, or placement. 
 
General Education Learning Outcomes:  
The writing knowledge foundation area prepares students to demonstrate 

• knowledge of the elements, writing processes, and organizing strategies for creating 
analytical and expository prose 

• effective rhetorical strategies appropriate to the topic, audience, context, and purpose 
 
Cross-Cutting Capacities: 

• effective communication, critical thinking, and information literacy 
 
Specific Course Learning Outcomes: 
The student will: 

• make connections with the broader community through activities related to civic and 
community engagement on and/or off campus 
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• demonstrate familiarity with basic rhetorical, ethical, and methodological conventions of 
academic disciplines (such as humanities, sciences, social sciences) to prepare them for 
further study in their chosen discipline 

• demonstrate the ability to locate and analyze scholarly sources critically and synthesize 
them to produce various academic genres which include print, visual, digital, or oral 
elements 

 
Course Objectives:  
In addition to reinforcing the outcomes from WRT 150, WRT 160 will instill in students a basic 
understanding of 

• primary research methods (quantitative and qualitative) appropriate for academic 
scholarship 

• secondary research strategies for locating and evaluating sources both through library 
databases and through external online databases appropriate for academic scholarship 

• ethical considerations in academic scholarship, including responsibility to human 
subjects, non-biased use of language, fair and accurate use of sources, appropriate 
documentation, and larger rhetorical purposes of civic engagement 

• stylistic conventions for integrating secondary and primary research to arrive at new 
knowledge in academic disciplines, including familiarity with APA and MLA format 

 
Required Textbooks: 

• Grizz Writes: A Guide to First-Year Writing at Oakland University 
• The Academic Writer by Lisa Ede, 3rd edition 

 
Optional Textbook:  

• Writer/Designer: A Guide to Making Multimodal Projects by Kristin L. Arola, 
Jennifer Sheppard, and Cheryl E. Ball 

 
Recommended Materials:  

• A digital storage device capable of storing your compositions (8+ GB) 
• Laptop, paper, and writing utensils 
• Electronic or printed copies of the day’s readings or drafts 

 
Absences:  All WRT classes adhere to the OU Excused Absence Policy for OU events and 
activities: http://www.oakland.edu/?id=6850&sid=175.  For absences not covered by the 
university policy, students in writing and rhetoric courses are allowed a certain number of 
absences without penalty: 3 for three-times-a-week classes, 2 for twice-a-week classes, or 1 for 
once-a-week classes. This includes absences due to illness, car trouble, or schedule conflict. 
Participation in online activities counts as class attendance. For each absence beyond those 
allowed, the student's final course grade will be lowered by 0.1 points on the 4.0 scale for three-
times-a-week classes, .15 for twice-a-week classes, or .3 for once-a-week classes. Students who 
miss more than three combined weeks of class are not eligible to receive a grade above 0.0. 
 
Tardies:  Please be on time for class.  Students are allowed up to three late arrivals without 
penalty.  More than 3 tardies may count as an absence, and this determination will be made at the 
professor’s discretion.     
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Fair Use, Plagiarism, and Academic Conduct:  In this class, you will often compose your own 
original work using the work of others, citing, remixing, and redesigning as you go.  When you 
use others’ work, it is important that you do so fairly and legally.  We will learn about Fair Use 
practices, copyright law, Creative Commons licensing, and citation. 
 
You commit plagiarism in an academic environment when you use the work of others outside of 
the boundaries of fair use or fail to give proper citation and/or attribution, and it can be 
considered plagiarism when you knowingly or unknowingly submit someone else’s ideas, 
images, music, video, or words as your own.  If you are suspected of plagiarizing a composition, 
your work will be sent to the dean of students and he or she will decide on an appropriate 
penalty.  Please also note that you are violating university policies if you submit work already 
completed for one course as original work for another course.   
 
Along with plagiarism, cheating on examinations; falsifying reports/records; and unauthorized 
collaboration, access, or modifying of computer programs are considered serious breaches of 
academic conduct. The Oakland University policy on academic conduct will be strictly followed 
with no exceptions. Please see the Student Code of Conduct for more information: 
http://www.oakland.edu/?id=24228&sid=482 

Peer Review and Sharing Work: The grades you earn in your Writing and Rhetoric classes are 
confidential. However, the texts you produce in our classes will be shared with your classmates 
as a part of our regular peer review process. Our classes will prepare you to meet the needs of a 
variety of readers in college and beyond, and to do so, we provide ample opportunity for your 
compositions to be read and responded to by classmates and by the course instructor. You 
should, therefore, always assume that the work you compose in our classes is public, not private. 
 
Civility 
In-class behaviors that are disruptive to learning will not be tolerated.  These behaviors include, 
for example, talking when inappropriate, listening to headphones, and texting.  Please turn off 
and put away all phones and pagers when you enter the classroom.  Disruptive behaviors also 
include speech or action that creates a hostile, offensive, or intimidating environment based on 
gender, race, ethnicity, religion, age, disability, marital status, or sexual orientation.   
 
Laptops  
We will use computers for class work and activities often, so please bring a laptop if possible to 
class for daily use.  If you do not have access to a laptop, please see me.  At times, I will ask you 
to log off or put your screens down when we are not doing computer-aided activities.  Please do 
not take part in instant-messaging, Facebook, and non-class related email (or any similar 
activity) during class.  I expect you to be your own monitor regarding these activities.     
 
Late submission of work:  You must hand in drafts and compositions to Moodle on the day 
they are due before class begins.  At times I will ask you to print out copies of your work to 
bring to class, as well.  I will not accept work via email. If work is submitted late, I reserve the 
right not to accept the work or to accept the work and lower the grade.  Late submissions due to 
unusual circumstances and emergencies must be discussed with me face to face.   
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Revision Options:  You are permitted two revision options during the term, which must be re-
submitted within 7 days of receiving feedback.  If you are using your revision option, you must 
notify me and turn in the revision along with all previous drafts within 7 days.  Revisions will be 
accepted for any assignment except assignments 4 and 5.   
 
Midterm Progress Reports: Students in all 100-level and 200-level WRT courses are given an 
indication of their progress sometime around the middle of the term and no later than a week 
prior to the last day to take an official Withdrawal (W grade), normally the ninth week of the 
term. 
 
Add/Drops:  The University add/drop policy will be explicitly followed. It is the student’s 
responsibility to be aware of the University deadline dates for dropping this course. 
 
Accommodations: Students with disabilities who may require reasonable accommodations 
should make an appointment with OU’s Disability Support Services office by calling (248) 370-
3266 or TTY: (248) 370-3268; faxing (248) 370-4989; or e-mailing dss@oakland.edu. The DSS 
provides Faculty Notification Letters detailing approved services. Students are responsible for 
delivering these letters to their professors and are encouraged to discuss specific arrangements 
for reasonable accommodations with their professors. Please see the DSS website at 
www.oakland.edu/dss for more information. 
 
Writing Center:  The Oakland University Writing Center is open to OU students, faculty, and 
staff in all disciplines at any stage of the writing process. The center provides writers with an 
interested and supportive audience of well-trained consultants who help both novices and experts 
develop ideas and revise drafts into polished products.  Students in WRT classes are strongly 
encouraged to visit the Writing Center, located at 212 Kresge Library.  Visit 
http://www.oakland.edu/ouwc/schedule/ to make an appointment online.   
 
WRT 104, Supervised Study: At the beginning of the semester your course instructor will ask 
you to provide a writing sample, which s/he will use to determine if you would benefit from 
enrolling in WRT 104, Supervised Study. But you do not need a referral from a WRT instructor 
to enroll in this elective class: any student who wants additional help with his/her writing in any 
of our introductory writing courses or in any of the university’s writing-intensive courses may 
elect to enroll in WRT 104. This 1-2 credit course provides students with one-on-one tutorial 
instruction from a WRT faculty member based on the areas of writing the student wishes to work 
on. 
 
  



5 

Assignments and Grade Values:  
 

 
Assignment 

 

 
% of grade 

 
Final Draft Due Date 

 
Proposal for Research Inquiry 
 

 
10% 

 
Friday, September 26 

 
Annotated Bibliography 
 

 
10% 

 
Friday, October 10 

 
Inquiry through Video 
 

 
20% 

 
Monday, November 3 

 
Inquiry through Written Research 
 

 
20% 

 
Wednesday, Nov. 26 

 
Online Portfolio and Final Reflection 
 

 
20% 

 
Wednesday, Dec 10,  
11:00 AM 
 

 
Class Blog, 12 posts 
 

 
20% 

 
1 post due every Friday 
 

 
 
Grading 
Assignment sheets and criteria for each of the major compositions will be posted to Moodle.  
OU’s grading system is numerical and is graduated by tenths from 0.0 to 4.0.  
 
3.6 to 4.0 = A 
3.0 to 3.5 = B 
2.0 to 2.9 = C 
1.0 to 1.9 = D 
0.0 = F (failing)        
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Schedule – Subject to change.  Please check Moodle for the most updated version.  The asterisk 
(*) indicates online class activities where we will not meet in person.   
 
 
Week 1 

 
  Wed Sept 3       
	  

  
Topic: Introductions, Syllabus 
 

 
Fri Sept 5 
 

 
Topic:  First Week Writing Sample 
Due:  Get started reading Ede Chapters 1-3 for next week 
  

 
Week 2 

 
Mon Sept 8 

 
Topic:  Rhetoric; Wordpress Blog Set Up and Blog Post 1 
Due:  Ede Chapter 1, pp. 1-17; Blog Post 1 (bring to class in a 
Word doc), Grizz Writes pp. 1-13 
 

 
Wed Sept 10 
 

 
Topic:  Critical Reading  
Due:  Ede Chapter 2 pp. 18-33; Horning “Critical Reading and 
Thinking” pp. 55-66 Grizz Writes 
 

 
Fri Sept 12* 
 

 
Online Discussion 
Due: Ede Chapter 3 pp. 34-51; Blog Post 2 
 

 
Week 3 

 
Mon Sept 15   

 

     
Topic:  Rhetorical Situations  
Due: Ede Chapter 4 pp. 52-89 
 

 
Wed Sept 17 
 

 
Topic: Open Inquiry Projects; Multimodal Composition 
Due:  Bennett-Carpenter “If You Could Ask Any Question” pp. 
45-53 Grizz Writes; Writer/Designer Chapter 1 pp. 1-19 
 

 
Fri Sept 19* 

 
Online Discussion 
Due:  Blog Post 3 
 

 
Week 4 

 
Mon Sept 22 
   

 
Topic:  Invention Strategies 
Due:  Ede Chapter 11 pp. 292-305 
Optional rough draft for Proposal due to Moodle;  
Office Hours 2-5 PM to discuss 
 

 
Wed Sept 24 

 
Topic:  Developing Inquiry Questions, Mini-Workshop 
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 Due:  Draft of 5 Inquiry Questions for the Proposal 
 

 
Fri Sept 26* 
 

 
Online Discussion 
Due: Blog Post 4; Proposal for Research Inquiry to Moodle 
 

 
 
Week 5 

 
Mon Sept 29 
 

 
Topic:  Research, MLA and APA Citations Styles 
Due:  Ede Chapter 7 pp. 170-232 
 

 
Wed Oct 1 
 

 
Topic:  Kresge Library Resources, meet in Kresge Room 225A 
 

 
Fri Oct 3* 
 

 
Online Discussion 
Due:  Blog Post 5 
 

 
Week 6 

 
Mon Oct 6 
 

 
          Topic:  Multimodal Sources and Video-making Assets 
          Due:  Writer/Designer Chapter 4 pp. 57-76 
Due: 

 
Wed Oct 8 
 

 
Topic:  Citation Formatting 
Due:  Rough Draft of Annotated Bibliography 
 

 
Fri Oct 10* 
 

 
Online Discussion 
Due:  Blog Post 6; Annotated Bibliography to Moodle 
 

 
 
Week 7 

 
Mon Oct 13   
 

 
Topic:  Video Editing Hardware and Software 
Due:  Writer/Designer Chapters 6 pp. 93-105 
  

 
Wed Oct 15 
 

 
Topic:  Visual Rhetoric and Video Editing cont.   
Due:  Chrobak “Visual Rhetoric” pp. 103-112 Grizz Writes 
 

 
Fri Oct 17* 
 

 
Online discussion 
Due: Blog Post 7; Practice upload to Moodle 
 

 
Week 8 

 
Mon Oct 20* 

 
Online Discussion 
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Wed Oct 22 

 
Topic:  Mini-workshop 
Due: 1 minute draft of video for workshop 
 

 
Fri Oct 24 
 

 
Topic: Drafting and Revising Video 
Due: Writer/Designer Chapters 7-8 pp. 106-132; Blog Post 8 
 

 
Week 9 

                                     
Mon Oct 27 
 

 
Topic: Workshop 
Due:  FULL DRAFT of video for workshop 
 

 
Wed Oct 29 
 

 
No full class meeting – Conferences in 382 O’Dowd 

 
Fri Oct 31 
 

 
No full class meeting – Conferences in 382 O’Dowd 
Due:  Blog Post 9 
 

 
 
Week 
10 

 
Mon Nov 3 

 
Topic: Inquiry through Written Research  
Due:  Inquiry through Video Final Draft to Moodle  
 

 
Wed Nov 5 
 

 
Topic:  Analysis and Synthesis of Sources, APA in-text format 
Due:  Ede Chapter 5 pp. 90-129 
 

 
Fri Nov 7* 
 

 
Online Discussion 
Due: Blog Post 10 
 

 
Week 
11 

 
Mon Nov 10 
 

 
Topic: Making Claims 
Due:  Ede Chapter 6 pp. 130-169 
 

 
Wed Nov 12 
 

 
Topic:  Thinking about Sources; Revision 
Due:  Ede Chapter 14 pp. 338-363; Moore “Sources as 
Perspectives” pp. 67-79 Grizz Writes 
 

 
Fri Nov 14* 
 

 
Online Discussion 
Due: Blog Post 11 
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Week 
12 

 
Mon Nov 17	  
	  

 
No full class meeting – Conferences in 382 O’Dowd 
Due:  Full Draft of Inquiry through Written Research  
 

 
Wed Nov 19 
 

 
No full class meeting – Conferences in 382 O’Dowd 

 
Fri Nov 21* 

 
Online Assignment: Post draft, read drafts from your group, 
write response letter 
Due: Full Revised Draft to Moodle for group activity;  
Blog Post 12 
 

 
Week 
13 

 
Mon Nov 24	  
	  

               
Topic: Workshop 
Due: Response Letter to Group Members 
                                 

 
Wed Nov 26 
 

 
Topic: Final Reflection and Portfolio 
Due:  Inquiry through Written Research Final Draft due to 
Moodle 
 

 
Fri Nov 28 

 
No class - Thanksgiving Break 
 

 
Week 
14 

 
Mon Dec 1 
 

 
Topic: Reflection and Final Portfolio; Reflection Models, 
Wordpress Extras 
 

 
Wed Dec 3 
 

 
Topic: Wordpress Workshop  

 
Fri Dec 5* 
 

 
Online Discussion 
Due: Any make-up blog posts 
 

 
Week 
15 
 
Exam 
Time 
Slot 
 

 
Mon Dec 8 
 

  
 

 
Wed Dec 10 
 

 
11:00 AM – Portfolio and Final Reflection due   
Please put a link to your online portfolio in Moodle.   
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