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WRT 330: Digital Culture: Identity and Community 
Winter 2015 

 
Oakland University 

College of Arts and Sciences 
Department of Writing and Rhetoric 

 
Professor:  Dr. Crystal VanKooten Class Time: MW 12:00-1:07; F online 
Office Address:   382 O’Dowd Hall Office Phone:  248-370-4982 
Email:  vankooten@oakland.edu Office Hours:  Wed 1:30-2:45 or by appt 
 
This class provides students with an introduction to the rhetoric and ethics of digital cultures and 
technologies. Students will study theories of digital identity, community, and activism, especially 
in relation to ethnicity, gender, class, physical ability, and sexual orientation. Students will 
analyze and compose texts related to online spaces and activities, including social media sites, 
video sharing sites, blogs, and online games.   
 
This course satisfies the university's general education requirement for a writing-
intensive course in general education or the major, not both. WRT 330 also satisfies the 
university general education requirement in U.S. diversity.  Prerequisite: The prerequisite for 
this course is completion of the writing foundations requirement, where students have been 
exposed to basic rhetorical practices in both print and digital formats. 
 
General Education Learning Outcomes for US Diversity 
Students in this class will  
• demonstrate a knowledge of how diverse value systems and societal structures are 

influenced by race, gender, or ethnicity 
• identify major challenges and issues that race, gender, or ethnicity raise in society   
 
Other Course Goals 
Students will 
• become familiar with how the concepts of identity, community, and activism are 

being revised in a digital age. 
• study and apply theories of digital culture and its effects on online communities, 

especially in relation to ethnicity, gender, class, physical ability, and sexual 
orientation.  

• take a critical approach to understanding how and why computer technologies may 
affect education, democracy, identity, and culture. 

• develop strategies for analyzing digital documents, communities, and places. 
• rse knowledge about evolving digital cultures to develop a variety of analytical and 

creative projects for the web. 
• gain experience working with digital tools such as video and sound editors, online 

blogging platforms, and social media sites. 
• design, execute, and reflect on a locally-based digital activism project.   
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Required Texts/Materials 

• Internet access for readings, resources, blogging, and online class  
• Access to video and sound editing software and hardware, on a laptop or on campus 
• Electronic or printed copies of the day’s readings or drafts 
• Paper and writing utensils 

 
Recommended Materials  

• A digital storage device capable of storing your compositions (8+ GB) 
• Laptop and headphones 

 
Absences:  All WRT classes adhere to the OU Excused Absence Policy for OU events and 
activities: http://www.oakland.edu/?id=6850&sid=175.  For absences not covered by the 
university policy, students in writing and rhetoric courses are allowed a certain number of 
absences without penalty: 3 for three-times-a-week classes. This includes absences due to illness, 
car and parking trouble, or schedule conflict. Participation in online activities counts as class 
attendance. For each absence beyond those allowed, the student's final course grade will be 
lowered by 0.1 points on the 4.0 scale for three-times-a-week classes. Students who miss more 
than three combined weeks of class (9 total absences) are not eligible to receive a grade above 
0.0. 
 
Tardies:  Please be on time for class.  Students are allowed up to three late arrivals without 
penalty.  More than 3 tardies may count as an absence, and this determination will be made at the 
professor’s discretion.     
 
Fair Use, Plagiarism, and Academic Conduct:  In this class, you will often compose your own 
original work using the work of others, citing, remixing, and redesigning as you go.  When you 
use others’ work, it is important that you do so fairly and legally.  We will learn about Fair Use 
practices, copyright law, Creative Commons licensing, and citation. 
 
You commit plagiarism in an academic environment when you use the work of others outside of 
the boundaries of fair use or fail to give proper citation and/or attribution, and it can be 
considered plagiarism when you knowingly or unknowingly submit someone else’s ideas, 
images, music, video, or words as your own.  If you are suspected of plagiarizing a composition, 
your work will be sent to the dean of students and he or she will decide on an appropriate 
penalty.  Please also note that you are violating university policies if you submit work already 
completed for one course as original work for another course.   
 
Along with plagiarism, cheating on examinations; falsifying reports/records; and unauthorized 
collaboration, access, or modifying of computer programs are considered serious breaches of 
academic conduct. The Oakland University policy on academic conduct will be strictly followed 
with no exceptions. Please see the Student Code of Conduct for more information: 
http://www.oakland.edu/?id=24228&sid=482 

 



3 

Peer Review, Sharing Work, and Public Blogging: The grades you earn in your Writing and 
Rhetoric classes are confidential. However, the texts you produce in our classes will be shared 
with your classmates as a part of our regular peer review process. Our classes will prepare you to 
meet the needs of a variety of readers in college and beyond, and to do so, we provide ample 
opportunity for your compositions to be read and responded to by classmates and by the course 
instructor. You should, therefore, always assume that the work you compose in our classes is 
public, not private.   
 
In addition, you will be required to compose a public blog for this course and to respond to 
others’ blogs publically online.  If you have questions or concerns about public blogging, please 
see me.   
 
Civility 
In-class behaviors that are disruptive to learning will not be tolerated.  These behaviors include, 
for example, talking when inappropriate, listening to headphones when inappropriate, and texting 
while others are talking.  Please turn off and put away all phones and pagers when you enter the 
classroom.  Disruptive behaviors also include speech or action that creates a hostile, offensive, or 
intimidating environment based on gender, race, ethnicity, religion, age, disability, marital status, 
or sexual orientation.   
 
Laptops  
We will use computers for class work and activities often, so please bring a laptop if possible to 
class for daily use.  If you do not have access to a laptop, please see me.  At times, I will ask you 
to log off or put your screens down when we are not doing computer-aided activities.  Please do 
not take part in instant-messaging, Facebook, and non-class related email (or any similar 
activity) during class.  I expect you to be your own monitor regarding these activities.     
 
Late submission of work:  You must hand in drafts and compositions to Moodle on the day 
they are due before class begins.  At times I will ask you to print out copies of your work to 
bring to class, as well.  I will not accept work via email. If work is submitted late, I reserve the 
right not to accept the work or to accept the work and lower the grade.  Late submissions due to 
unusual circumstances and emergencies must be discussed with me face to face.   
 
Revision Option:  You are permitted one revision option during the term, which must be re-
submitted within 7 days of receiving feedback.  If you are using your revision option, you must 
notify me and turn in the revision along with all previous drafts within 7 days.  Revisions will be 
accepted for any assignment except the final portfolio and reflection essay.   
 
Add/Drops:  The University add/drop policy will be explicitly followed. It is the student’s 
responsibility to be aware of the University deadline dates for dropping this course. 
 
Accommodations: Students with disabilities who may require reasonable accommodations 
should make an appointment with OU’s Disability Support Services office by calling (248) 370-
3266 or TTY: (248) 370-3268; faxing (248) 370-4989; or e-mailing dss@oakland.edu. The DSS 
provides Faculty Notification Letters detailing approved services. Students are responsible for 
delivering these letters to their professors and are encouraged to discuss specific arrangements 
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for reasonable accommodations with their professors. Please see the DSS website at 
www.oakland.edu/dss for more information. 
 
Writing Center:  The Oakland University Writing Center is open to OU students, faculty, and 
staff in all disciplines at any stage of the writing process. The center provides writers with an 
interested and supportive audience of well-trained consultants who help both novices and experts 
develop ideas and revise drafts into polished products.  Students in WRT classes are strongly 
encouraged to visit the Writing Center, located at 212 Kresge Library.  Visit 
http://www.oakland.edu/ouwc/schedule/ to make an appointment online.   
 
 
Organization of the Course 
 
Unit 1: Digital Identity  
• Key Questions: What is digital identity?  How is digital identity formed, enacted, and 

represented? 
• Key Assignments: daily reading responses, bi-weekly blog posts, video photo essay.   
 
Unit 2: Digital Community 
• Key Questions: What are digital communities?  How do digital communities shape and 

reflect identity, including perceptions of race and gender? 
• Key Assignments: daily reading responses, bi-weekly blog posts, Digital Activism Project 

pitch. 
 
Unit 3: Digital Activism 
• Key Questions: What is digital activism?  Are online spaces useful for digital activism, and if 

so, in what ways?  How do identity and community affect possibilities for digital activism?   
• Key Assignments: daily reading responses, bi-weekly blog posts, Digital Activism Project 

portfolio and reflection essay 
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Assignments and Grade Values 
 

 
Assignment 

 

% of 
final 
grade 

 
Due Date 

 
Video Photo Essay 
 

 
20% 

 
Wed., January 28 – first draft 
Mon., February 2 – final draft 
 

 
Digital Activism Project 
• Pitch (10%) 
• Portfolio: process log, notes on class and    

committee meetings, self-assessments, texts 
(20%) 

• Reflection Essay (10%) 
 

 
40% 

 
Mon., February 16 – Pitch 
 
Mon., March 16 – in-progress 
Portfolio 
 
Mon., April 27 – Final 
Portfolio and Reflection Essay 
 

 
Class Blog – 7 posts (minimum) 
 

 
15% 

 
one post due every two weeks 

 
Online Spaces Explorations  
 

 
15% 

 
online on Fridays 

 
Reading Responses, Reading Quizzes,  
and Class Participation 
 

 
10% 

 
daily in class 

 
 
Grading 
Assignment sheets and criteria for each of the major compositions will be posted to Moodle.  
OU’s grading system is numerical and is graduated by tenths from 0.0 to 4.0.  

The grading scale is: 
 
3.6 to 4.0 = A 
3.0 to 3.5 = B 
2.0 to 2.9 = C 
1.0 to 1.9 = D 
0.0 = F (failing)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
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Schedule – Subject to change.  Please check Moodle for the most updated version.  The asterisk 
(*) indicates online class activities where we will not meet in person.   
 

   
  Unit 1:  Digital Identity 
  Key Questions: What is digital identity?  How is digital identity formed, enacted, and represented?  
 
 
Week 1 
 
 

 
  Wed Jan 7       
	  

  
Topic: Introductions, Syllabus 
 

 
Fri Jan 9 
 

 
Topic:  Selfies and Intro to Digital Identity and Representation 
Due:  Read Saltz, “Art at an Arm’s Length: A History of the Selfie”; 
Reading Response (RR) #1 
In class:  Blogging Platform Exploration and Blog Set-Up 
 

 
Week 2 

 
Mon Jan 12 

 
Topic: Digital Identity   
Due:  Read Woodward, “Questioning Identity” and  
Senft, “Microcelebrity and the Branded Self”; RR #2 
 

 
Wed Jan 14 
 

 
Topic: Intro to Video Composition & Video Photo Essay Assignment 
Due:  Bring video composition tools and technologies to class (laptop, 
headphones, external/flash drive) 
 

 
Fri Jan 16* 
ONLINE 
 

 
Online Spaces Exploration: Facebook 
Due: Blog Post 1 
 

 
Week 3 

 
Mon Jan 19   

 

     
No Class ~ MLK Day 
 

 
Wed Jan 21 
 

 
Topic: Digital Identity, cont. 
Due: Read Seife, “The Weird Reasons People Make Up False 
Identities on the Internet”; RR #3 
 

 
Fri Jan 23* 
ONLINE 
 

 
Online Spaces Exploration: Twitter 
 

 
Week 4 

 
Mon Jan 26 
   

 
Topic:  Digital Self-Representations 
Due:  Interact with and read about the Selfiecity project. 
Complete and bring notes on searching yourself and your partner 
online (see handout) 
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Wed Jan 28 
 

Topic:  Workshop 
Due:  Video Photo Essay, first draft 
 

 
Fri Jan 30* 
ONLINE 

 
Online Spaces Exploration  
Due: Blog Post 2 
 

 
 
Unit 2: Digital Communities 
Key Questions: What are digital communities?  How do digital communities shape and reflect identity, 
including perceptions of race and gender? 
 
 
Week 5 

 
Mon Feb 2 
 

 
Snow Day 

 
Wed Feb 4 
 

 
Topic:  Gallery Presentation of Video Photo Essays;  
Intro to Digital Activism Project 
Due:  Video Photo Essay, Final Draft 
 

 
Fri Feb 6* 
ONLINE 
 

 
Online Spaces Exploration 
 

 
Week 6 

 
Mon Feb 9 

 
Topic:  Digital Communities 
Due: Read Johnston, “Community and Social Media”; RR #4 
 
 

 
 
Wed Feb 11 
 

 
Topic: Race and Gender in Online Communities 
Due:  Read Senft and Noble, “Race and Social Media”;  
Watch “Shit Girls Say” “Shit Black Girls Say,” and “Shit White Girls 
Say to Black Girls” on YouTube; RR #5 
 

 
Fri Feb 13* 
ONLINE 

 
Online Spaces Exploration 
Due:  Blog Post 3 
 

 
Week 7 

 
Mon Feb 16   
 

 
Topic:  Digital Activism Project Pitches 
  

 
Wed Feb 18 
 

 
Topic: Discuss Digital Activism Project options and pick one; 
organize committees for project 
  

  



8 

Fri Feb 20* 
ONLINE 
 

Online Spaces Exploration 
 

 
Week 8 

 
Mon Feb 23 –  
Fri Feb 27 
 

 
No Class – Winter Recess 
 

 
 
Unit 3: Digital Activism 
Key Questions: What is digital activism?  Are online spaces useful for digital activism, and if so, in 
what ways?  How do identity and community affect possibilities for digital activism?   
 
 
Week 9 

                                     
Mon March 2 
 

 
Topic: Intro to Digital Activism  
Due: Read Zuckerman, “New Media, New Civics?” and  
Gladwell, “Small Change”; RR #6 
In class: Digital Activism Project Committee Meetings 
 

 
Wed March 4 
 

 
Topic: Hashtag Activism  
Due: Read Brewster, “After Ferguson: Is ‘Hashtag Activism’ Spurring 
Policy Changes?” and Buckman, “The Limits of Hashtag Activism”; 
RR #7 
 

 
Fri March 6* 
ONLINE 

 
Online Spaces Exploration 
Due: Blog Post 4 
 

 
Week 10 

 
Mon March 9 

 
Topic:  Net Neutrality and Activism 
Due: Watch Tim Wu talk about Net Neutrality on YouTube and  
read “What Happens to #Ferguson Affects Ferguson”; Read the FCC’s 
recent announcement on protecting the open internet; RR #8 
In class: Digital Activism Project Committee Meetings 
 

 
Wed March 11 
 

 
Topic:  Online Games and Gaming Culture 
Due: Watch McGonigal, “Gaming Can Make a Better World”;  
Play League of Legends, one game from Forest Ambassador, and 
Hush; RR #9 (RR prompt and links are in the “Online Gaming Links” 
wiki in Moodle) 
 

 
Fri March 13* 
ONLINE 
 

 
Online or In-Person Committee Meetings – post report and timeline in 
Moodle Forum 
 

 
Week 11 

 
Mon March 16 

 
Topic: Disability “Hacktivism” and the #autismspeaks10 Tweetathon; 
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 Guest Speaker Dr. Melanie Yergeau  
Due: Read “Autistic People Spark Twitter Fight Against Autism 
Speaks” on BuzzFeed; Yergeau’s online article “Disability 
Hacktivism”; tweets from #autismspeaks10 and #actuallyautistic;  
RR #10 (2 Questions for Dr. Yergeau) 
 

 
Wed March 18 
 

 
No Class – College Composition and Communication Conference   
Watch Gaylor, “RIP: A Remix Manifesto” (1 hour 27 mins) 
 

 
Fri March 20* 
ONLINE 
 

 
Online Spaces Exploration 
Due: Blog Post 5 
 

 
Week 12 

 
Mon March 23	  
	  

 
Topic: Remix Culture and discussion of “RIP: A Remix Manifesto”  
Due: Read Stedman, “Remix Literacy and Fan Compositions”;  
RR #11 
 

 
Wed March 25 
 

 
Topic:  Digital Activism Project Planning 
Due:  In-progress Digital Activism Project Portfolio to Moodle (or 
hard copy)  
 

 
Fri March 27* 
ONLINE 

 
Online Spaces Exploration 
 
 

 
Week 13 

 
Mon March 30	  
	  

               
Topic: Responding Online to Crisis  
Due: Watch Bryson, “West Virginia Water Crisis Film Excerpt” on 
YouTube and read through Bryson, “West Virginia Water Crisis” 
blog; RR #12 
In class: Digital Activism Project check-in meeting 
 
Decide on topics for weeks 14-16. Options include: 
• LBGTQ online communities 
• Surveillance / Trolling 
• Disability and Accessibility  
• Fandom 
• Romantic Life Online 
• Sexting / Sexuality Online 
• Blogging 
• Mobile and wearable technologies 
• Online video, vidding, vlogging 
• Piracy and intellectual property 
• Creative Commons 
• Trending hashtags: e.g. #blacklivesmatter; #yesallwomen 
• Other:  
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Wed April 1 
 

 
Topic: Online Video and Veteran Experience 
Due: Watch Stark, “For the 25” on YouTube and read Stark,  
“For the 25” online at On Patrol; RR #13 
 

 
Fri April 3* 
ONLINE 

 
In-Person Committee Meeting in Prof. VK’s office (Wed) 
Due: Blog Post 6 
 

 
Week 14 

 
Mon April 6 
 

 
Topic: Surveillance and Trolling 
Due: Read Beck, “The Invisible Identity” and Subbaraman, “Meet Dr. 
Troll”; RR #14 
 

 
Wed April 8 
 

 
Topic: Fandom and Tumblr;  
Guest Speaker Merideth Garcia, avid fan and writer of online texts 
Due: TBA; RR #15 
 

 
Fri April 10* 
ONLINE 
 

 
Online Spaces Exploration / Planning for DA Project 
 

 
Week 15 
 
 

 
Mon April 13 
 

  
Topic: Digital Activism Project Prep 
 

 
Wed April 15 
 

 
Digital Activism Project Set-Up 
Game On Grizzlies – 3:00-6:00 PM in the EC Atrium  
[Set up 12:00-3:00; clean up 6:00-6:30] 
 

  
Fri April 17* 
ONLINE 

 
Take the day off!! 
Due: Blog Post 7 
 

 
Week 16 
 
 

 
Mon April 20 

 
Digital Activism Project Debriefing; Reflection Essay 
 

 
Week 17 

 
Mon April 27 

 
3:00 PM Final Deadline for Digital Activism Project Portfolio and 
Reflection Essay 
 

 
                                                     


