
Katie Jostock in class: Why do you think no images were used? [calls on student] Yeah. 
 
Student: Because it kind of just shows that he’s alone, in despair, and he needs help.  
 
KJ: Yeah. Remember we were talking about color? What does the color black do? 
Why… 
 
Student: It makes you feel helpless.  
 
KJ: Yeah, helpless, alone, isolation. Excellent.  
 
KJ Interview: In terms of learning for Madison’s video composition, her research, 
finding the original footage led her to make a decision, make a definite argument about 
her topic. And I think that the medium of a video versus the written essay, the medium of 
collecting all that original footage and actually visualizing, this is what these cheerleaders 
do, I think was more effective for her than actually doing writing about it. 
 
Lauren Rinke Interview: I really liked how they were able to take—they were all 
working with different career paths for this final project. I think they were really excited 
to learn how they’re going to be using writing and communication and how they could 
use knowledge of the rhetorical appeals in their careers. Just the fact that they were able 
to see that and to hear from the professionals in their field, their desired field, reinforced 
to them that, “Oh yes, this course matters. All that stuff we’ve been talking about is 
actually going to help me in my future.”  
 
LR in class: So the Animoto video is a really great way to tackle your use of pathos. So 
how could you use pathos in the video?  
 
Student: With music. 
 
LR: Yeah, your music choice. Right? So maybe you want to get these incoming college 
freshmen really pumped up about this major. You want to choose a music choice that’s 
really, really kind of exciting, it makes them, sort of has a good beat. 
 
Angie Berkley in class: Something like the sound, something like transitions going too 
fast, or something, or technical things, they work in much the same way as grammar, 
right? If you remember from our grading criteria for your essays, grammar mistakes are 
not a huge problem. They’re a bigger problem when they’re a pattern, like the more of a 
pattern they are, the bigger problem they are. And the biggest problem is if they actually 
make it hard for me to understand what your message is. Sound problems in your video 
are an obvious example of this. 
 
AB Interview: I hadn’t really thought about that much, but I’m thinking about it a lot 
more now.  How can they, how can we give them assignments that will have real 
audiences?  And digital media offers a lot—digital stuff offers a lot of opportunities for 
that.  I think that’s what a lot of writing instructors are trying to do with e-portfolios and 



blogs and all kinds—I think it’s a great idea.  Because I can see where it’d be a great idea 
because I just—I think they would be much more motivated to produce original work and 
to produce quality work, right?  Yeah, the video definitely falls into that kind of a thing.  


