
Inquiry through Written Research 
 
The Task:   
For this assignment, you will inquire into a topic of your choice, conduct research on the topic, 
and present the research through arguing a position about the topic in a written essay.  Like the 
video project, one goal is to develop and lead with questions—things you want to learn about 
your topic—instead of presenting things you already think or know.   
 
You must 1) limit your argument to a single claim or thesis, 2) provide evidence to support your 
claim from outside sources and from conducting field research, and 3) complicate your argument 
by addressing the counterarguments to the thesis.   
 
The Requirements: 
• Argue a position and address counterarguments ~ while the position you take on your 

topic is up to you, the assignment requires that you make an argument, which means you will 
establish the certainty or likelihood of a point, position, or claim through the presentation of 
appropriate evidence.  You also must address the counterarguments in some way.   
 

• Address a specific audience ~ choose a specific audience for your paper.  Remember that 
you can have multiple audiences (including the instructor and your peers), but focusing on a 
specific, clearly definable audience is often helpful. 

 
• Use different kinds of sources to back up your claims ~ you are required to use a 

minimum of five sources in this paper, with at least two scholarly sources.  You must refer 
directly to all five sources in the paper and cite them. 

 
• Conduct and refer to field research ~ you are required to conduct some kind of field 

research to contribute to your argument.  This might include conducting an interview or 
interviews, developing a questionnaire, or conducting an observation.   

 
• Cite Sources in correct APA style ~ refer to Ede or the Purdue OWL for citation help.   
 
• Determine the length of your paper by using rhetorical sensitivity ~ you may choose the 

length of your paper based on your purpose and audience. 
   

[Note: I suggest that you aim for 5-10 pages, double-spaced in 12 pt. font, not including a 
title page or References page.  If you choose not to follow this suggestion, you should have 
reasons for doing so.]   

 
	  



Topics and New Proposals 
You may continue with the same topic for this assignment if desired.  If you would like to 
change your topic, you will need to submit a new proposal within one week.   
In your new proposal, please address the following:  
 

1. Description of why you want to switch topics 
2. Description of new topic and what arguments exist about the topic 
3. Brief explanation of why this makes an attractive and problematic topic   
4. Brief description of possible audience(s) for this topic  
5. At least five guiding questions for inquiry into the topic 
6. A list of potential data sources and possible field research possibilities 

 
 
Assessment:   
Use the requirements above as evaluation criteria.  Like the video project, you will also set 
personal goals for yourself, and there will be a short written reflection due with the final draft.  
 
 


