
Proposal for Research Inquiry    10% of course grade 
 
For this assignment, you will propose a topic (or topics) that will guide your work in the 
assignments to come.  These future assignments include the following: 
 

-Annotated bibliography 
-Inquiry through Video  
-Inquiry through Written Research  
 

Through these assignments, you will inquire into your topic, conduct secondary research 
and field research on the topic, and present your findings through a video project and 
through arguing a position about the topic in a written essay.  Your secondary research 
will involve finding, reading, and citing sources from the library and the Internet.  Your 
field research will involve conducting an interview or interviews, developing a 
questionnaire, or conducting an observation.   
 
One goal of the proposal is to help you pick a topic of interest early in the process.  
Another goal is to develop and lead with questions—things you want to learn about your 
topic—instead of presenting things you already think or know.  Select a topic that you 
think would be interesting, informative, and doable on or near campus, but that you don’t 
know much about.  For example, what happens to the plastic drink bottles after a sports 
game?  How does the library order and intake new materials?  How accessible is the 
campus for people with disabilities?   
 
Pick a topic of personal interest that you feel dissonance toward.  Remember, though, that 
some topics have been overly debated in public forums, and it may be challenging to 
write an interesting and original paper or compose a video on such a topic.  If you choose 
a common topic, be aware that you will need to be stunningly interesting and innovative!   
 
Think hard before selecting topics such as: 

• the drinking age 
• gay marriage 
• the death penalty 
• the legalization of 

marijuana 
• abortion 
• Title IX 

• stem cell research   
• paying college athletes 
• body image and the 

media 
• GMOs 
• Parking at OU :/ 

 
 
If desired, you may propose one topic for the Inquiry through Video project and a 
different topic for the Inquiry through Written Research project.  If you choose to do a 
different topic for each project, you will need to find and use different sources.   
 
 
 
 
 



Organization of Proposal 
The proposal should contain the following sections.  There is no explicit length 
requirement for each section as long as you address all aspects of the prompts below.  If 
you are proposing separate topics for the video and essay, please address both topics 
under each section in your proposal.   
 

1. Description of potential topic.  Describe your topic, and include a brief 
explanation of why this makes an attractive topic that you feel dissonance toward.  
If you have selected a topic that has been debated in public forums, discuss what 
you might add to the discussion.    
 

2. Description and analysis of possible audience(s) for compositions about this 
topic.  Who might be interested in watching a video about this topic?  Who might 
be interested in reading a research essay about this topic?  What do you know 
about these audiences and their expectations?  (You may include your professor 
and classmates as audiences for your topic, as well as additional audiences.) 

    
3. What you already know about the topic.  Summarize your prior knowledge on 

the topic, and include a short description of any personal experiences related to 
the topic.  What arguments exist about the topic that you know of?  What 
experiences (if any) do you have that relate to the topic?   

 
4. Five guiding questions (minimum) for inquiry into the topic.  Formulate your 

guiding questions by making a list of aspects of your topic that you are wondering 
about or that you want more information about.   
 

5. A list of potential sources.  Where will you look to find information about this 
topic?  Where might you find media assets (images, sounds, video clips) about 
this topic?  List at least five potential source locations for print and media sources.       

 
6.  A list of possible field research possibilities.  Will you conduct an interview or 

interviews, develop a questionnaire, or conduct an observation to gather 
additional information about your topic?  Who might you interview, question, or 
observe, and why?   


